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AWARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR

By direction of the President, under the Joint Resolution of Congress approved 12 July 1862
(amended by act of 3 March 1863, act of 9 July 1918, and act of 25 July 1963), the Medal of
Honor for conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of life above and beyond the call of
duty, is awarded (posthumously) by the Department of the Army in the name of Congress to—

Staff Sergeant Kazuo Otani, Infantry, Company G, 442nd Infantry Regiment, United States
Army, distinguished himself by extraordinary heroism in action on 15 July 1944, near Pieve Di
S. Luce, Italy. Advancing to attack a hill objective, Staff Sergeant Otani’s platoon became pinned
down in a wheat field by concentrated fire from enemy machine gun and sniper positions.
Realizing the danger confronting his platoon, Staff Sergeant Otani left his cover and shot and
killed a sniper who was firing with deadly effect upon the platoon. Followed by a steady stream
of machine gun bullets, Staff Sergeant Otani then dashed across the open wheat field toward the
foot of a cliff, and directed his men to crawl to the cover of the cliff. When the movement of the
platoon drew heavy enemy fire, he dashed along the cliff toward the left flank, exposing himself
to enemy fire. By attracting the attention of the enemy, he enabled the men closest to the cliff to
r e a c h  c o v e r .  O r g a n i z i n g  t h e s e  m e n  t o  g u a r d  a g a i n s t  p o s s i b l e  e n e m y  c o u n t e r a t t a c k ,  S t a f f
Sergeant Otani again made his way across the open field, shouting instructions to the stranded
men while continuing to draw enemy fire. Reaching the rear of the platoon position, he took
partial cover in a shallow ditch and directed covering fire for the men who had begun to move
forward. At this point, one of his men became seriously wounded. Ordering his men to remain
under cover, Staff Sergeant Otani crawled to the wounded soldier who was lying on open ground
in full view of the enemy. Dragging the wounded soldier to a shallow ditch, Staff Sergeant Otani
proceeded to render first aid treatment, but was mortally wounded by machine gun fire. Staff
Sergeant Otani’s extraordinary heroism and devotion to duty are in keeping with the highest
traditions of military service and reflect great credit on him, his unit, and the United States
Army.
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DISTRIBUTION: This publication is available in electronic media only and is intended for Active
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